The Thirteen Articles of Maimonides  (1135 – 1204)
1. Belief in the existence of God; 

2. Belief in God’s unity; 

(1 & 2 together = Shema)
3. Belief in God’s incorporeality; 

4. Belief in God’s eternity; 

5. Belief that God alone to be worshiped; 


(via prayer, study of Torah, and performance of Mitzvot) 

6. Belief in revelation through God’s prophets;

(People can communicate or receive divine knowledge) 

7. Belief in Moses as the greatest of the Prophets; 

8. Belief that Torah was given by God to Moses on Mount Sinai; 

9. Belief in the immutability of the Torah as God's Law; 

10. Belief that God knows the thoughts and deeds of people; 

11. Belief that God rewards and punishes; 

12. Belief in the coming of the Messiah; 

13. Belief in the resurrection of the dead.

========================================================

Question for discussion on the above: Interpretive beliefs vs. factual beliefs – which are which?

=========================================================

Factoid

Hebrew – The Bible refers to Abraham as Ibri (Hebrew) because he migrated from the other side (east) of the Euphrates River.  Ibri means “other side”.

Israel – alternate name for Jacob – Jacob’s sons and descendants therefore are the Children of Israel.

Jew – Judah (son of Israel/Jacob) became the prevalent name of the entire people when the Judeans survived the downfall of the Northern Kingdom of Israel in 722 BCE when ten tribes were led into captivity.

Thus today, the people are called Jewish, their faith Judaism, their language Hebrew, and their land Israel.

(Rabbi Donim, “To be a Jew” (Basic Books, 1972) Page 7
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