ATHEISM
American Atheists is an organization dedicated to the maintenance of freedom from religion. We defend the civil rights of Atheists, and call for the total, absolute separation of church and state. Our movement grew out of the historic MURRAY v. CURLETT (1963) U.S. Supreme Court case filed by an Atheist, Madalyn Murray, which removed coercive, unison prayer and Bible verse recitation from the public schools. 

Since then, American Atheists has labored in the courts, on the picket line, and in all areas of the public square, to secure rights for Atheists and protect the "wall of separation" between government and religious institutions. We have three primary goals. 

TO SECURE OUR FREEDOM FROM RELIGION 

For generations, Americans have been indoctrinated into believing that we enjoy only freedom of religion; that is, we are free to choose which religion we care to profess as long as we choose one. We are presented with a bewildering array of belief systems and told, in effect, to "pick a card, any card," but we may not decline to play the game. American Atheists takes the position that you have the right to say "none of the above" when faced with the ever-growing list of sects in our denomination-glutted religious system. You have the right to question and challenge the claims of religious leaders and organizations. You have the right to investigate and reject the tenets of religious belief. We also think that it is your right to be free from the burden of financially supporting religion in general, and any sect in particular. 

TO LABOR FOR, IN ALL LAWFUL WAYS, THE COMPLETE AND ABSOLUTE SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE 

American Atheists supports the total and absolute separation of state and church. We agree, as Thomas Jefferson opined in his famous letter to the Danbury Baptists, that the First Amendment stipulation against the "establishment" of religion was intend to erect "a wall of separation between Church and State." In the case of ALLEN v. MORTON (495 F2d 65, D.C. Cir) in 1973, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia summed up in a three-part test the basics of this concept. "To pass muster under the Establishment Clause, the law in question, first, must reflect a clearly secular legislative purpose; second, have a primary effect that neither advances nor inhibits religion; and third, must avoid excessive government entanglement with religion." 

Separation of church and state means much more than this expression in legal terms. It is the essential prerequisite for your survival as an Atheist. You can be compelled, as an Atheist, to financially support churches and sectarian movements. Only when church and state are separated, and religious interests are made to stand alone on their dogma, can Atheists fully exercise their intellectual and civil liberties. In such a situation, the church and its creeds can be confronted intellectually on equal grounds. 

TO DEFEND THE CIVIL RIGHTS OF ATHEISTS. 

Legal protections, words on paper, have little meaning if they not enforced equally for all Americans. Atheists face numerous obstacles in challenging the religious-political status quo. In some states such as Texas, you can be required to profess a religious belief in order to serve on a jury, hold an office of public trust or testify in a trial. Children in Atheist families often face challenges in public schools when "prayer warriors," teachers and others attempt to turn our educational system into a recruiting ground for religious organizations. Despite the legal progress we have made in past decades, Atheists still confront unconstitutional and unethical government-sponsored religious proselytizing in our public squares. We labor for a secular society, one where religious belief is a private affair, not something to be promoted by government.  

American Atheists -- Who We Are 

These struggles are essential in order to maintain the ultimate freedom that any society should provide: Freedom of the Mind. This is the goal of American Atheists, the promotion of that ultimate freedom.  We describe ourselves simply and plainly as Atheists. We do not employ terms like humanist, agnostic, rationalist, or freethinker. We find these to be too vague for our stated purpose. Our members are Atheists, and we are proud of that fact. We do not allow the religious groups in our society to make us feel ashamed of who and what we are. 

We are not "negative" in our position any more than those who label for independence -- "freedom from dependency." American Atheists works for freedom from theism, the freedom from dependency on god theories. 

We are not a "religion." The concept of an agency outside of nature with the ability to reach into natural law and control events is supernaturalism, the foundation of any religion. Belief in the existence of that agency is based on faith. An Atheist has no specific belief system. We accept only that which is scientifically verifiable. Since god concepts are unverifiable, we do not accept them. 

Unlike religious creeds, the scientific method gives us both a growing body of knowledge about the universe, and constantly raises new questions as well. Perhaps science will never reveal "all the answers" about life and the universe -- in our time or even the distant future -- but is our most efficacious tool in comprehending the cosmos around us.  

FOOTNOTE:

1. An Atheist has no religious belief. An Atheist does not believe in a god or gods, or other supernatural entities. 

http://www.atheists.org/visitors.center/intro.html
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