Christianity – Protestants
In 1507, a man named Martin Luther was ordained a Catholic priest in the Augustinian order in Germany.  In 1517, the Roman Catholic Church offered to sell “indulgences” in order to raise money for the Church to build St. Peter’s Cathedral in Rome.  These indulgences allowed the purchaser to be forgiven of sins provided he confessed them to a Catholic priest.  Martin Luther considered the sale of indulgences an abuse of the teachings of the Church and he spoke openly about this.  He wrote 95 statements objecting to the indulgences mainly because he believed that forgiveness could only come from God, not the Church.  This was in direct opposition to the Roman Catholic Church’s teachings. 

Luther believed that the Apostle Paul preached that forgiveness of sins was obtained directly through one’s personal faith in God and Christ and not necessarily through the Roman Catholic Church.  This was known as “justification by faith” and is the basic teaching of Protestantism. 

In 1520, he was excommunicated by the Roman Catholic Church and was to be burned at the stake.  He fled and hid in Germany and began writing pamphlets and books to let the common people know of his ideas.  He also translated the Bible into German, thereby allowing the people to read it on their own.  The reform movement he led came to be known at the Protestant Reformation and it spread rapidly throughout Europe.  

Lutheranism - This Reformation coincided with the Renaissance – the rebirth of culture, scholarship, and education in Europe.  Until his death in 1545, Martin Luther continued to preach against the Roman Catholic Church and in favor of his interpretation of Christianity.  His followers called this interpretation Lutheranism.  He fought with other Protestant groups that differed with his.  He lashed out against the Jews after finding out that they would not convert to Lutheranism.  

Differences between Protestantism and Catholicism

Salvation – Catholics believe that the Church has the ability to forgive sins.  Protestants believe that the individual’s faith in God through Jesus Christ  will bring about salvation from sin.
Authority – Catholics believe that the Pope is the leader of the one true Church.  Protestants believe that the authority for the truth of what they believe comes from the Christian Bible.  The Christian Bible is the final authority over matters of religion.

Clergy – Each Protestant congregation selects their own clergy.  Martin Luther allowed the clergy to marry.

Worship – Martin Luther translated many rites and ceremonies into German so the people could pray and worship themselves rather than having a priest worship for them.

Religion and the State – Luther maintained that although both the Church and the Governments were ordained by God, they had separate functions.  He ordered his followers to obey local government laws.
Actual war broke out between Protestants and Catholics.  The war ended in 1555 when both sides adopted the principle that the Ruler of the country decides the religion of his country with equal rights for both religions.

Lutherans are a fairly conservative group among Protestants.  Lutheran Churches in the USA are organized into synods or church councils.  Each church must belong to a synod.  The synods determine the general policies of the movement, but each individual church choose their own ministers or pastors.
Calvinism/Presbyterianism – John Calvin was a Protestant preacher who in the mid 1500’s differed from Martin Luther on a number of basic religious ideas.  Lutherans believed in absolute obedience to the government’s rulers.  Calvin believed in letting the people have control.  In Presbyterian churches, a group of congregants called “elders” determine church policy.   This led, in colonial America, to influence our democratic form of government.   Presbyterians believe that God will save those that God selects and that God will select those who have personal faith in God and Jesus Christ.  In their symbolism, Presbyterians use a plain cross, never one depicting Jesus on it.  Like the Lutherans, they observe Baptism and Communion.
Protestantism has 5 major denominations today.  In order of number of adherents: Lutherans, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Baptists, and Methodists.
In England, due to political intrigue with the King of England – Henry VIII – the Church of England split from the Roman Catholic Church in the 1500’s.  The Church of England is called the Anglican Church and its leader is the Archbishop of Canterbury.

Episcopalian - An offshoot of the Protestant Anglican Church of England is the Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States.  Episcopal comes from the Greek word for bishop since the Protestant Churches are led by ministers called bishops.

Pilgrims and Puritans - Congregationalists started in England, moved to Holland because of persecution and then moved to America on the Mayflower.  They became the Pilgrims and Puritans.  They wanted to worship simply, without Catholic rituals.  They believed that all worship should stem from the Christian Bible.  In America, they introduced Thanksgiving, the creation of public schools, and founded universities like Harvard and Yale.   They brought civil rights to America and led the fight against slavery in the early 1800’s.  Each Congregationalist church is an independent entity.

Unitarians - Unitarians do not believe in the Trinity.  They believe that Jesus was a great religious and ethical teacher.  Because of this, they not considered Protestants by other Protestant denominations.  They have influenced American thought and life.  Some famous Unitarians include: Thomas Jefferson, John Quincy Adams, Millard Fillmore, William Howard Taft, Henry W. Longfellow, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Louisa May Alcott, and Ralph Waldo Emerson.

Baptist - The Baptist denomination of Protestantism began in Switzerland in the early 1500’s.  The Protestant authorities required all Christian children to be baptized.  The parents who were to become members of the Baptist denomination felt that baptism should not occur until the child was old enough to understand its significance.  They were called Anabaptists which meant “those baptized again” because they insisted on being baptized when they reached young adulthood, even though they had been baptized as infants.  The Baptist Church grew quickly in England and America.  In Rhode Island, Roger Williams and other colonists were rebaptized in 1639.  Williams had been forced out of Massachusetts due to religious persecution.  Baptists were instrumental in getting the First Amendment to the Constitution adopted.  They still insist on religious liberty for everyone.

Baptists are now the largest Protestant denomination in the USA.  They are involved in missionary work.  The famous evangelist, Billy Graham was a Baptist preacher.  They believe that their faith requires them to spread the Gospel message to everyone, both here and throughout the world.  Baptists Churches are independent, however most believe in the Trinity and Protestant Communion.  Almost every Baptist Church has a baptistry – a water tank several feet deep – where total immersion baptisms are performed.
Mormons – Mormon is a term for a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.  It was founded by Joseph Smith, a farmer from New York State, who in 1820, said he received a vision of two angels urging him to prepare mankind for the second coming of Christ.  In a second vision, an angel gave Smith a series of gold plates in a strange language.  Smith and his wife translated them and they were published as The Book of Mormon in 1829.  The Book of Mormon contains revelations by the prophet Mormon who is supposedly a descendent of the lost tribes of Israel.  Mormons believe that they are the descendents of God’s Chosen People.  In the book, Christ promised to return in the “latter days”.

Mormons developed strong communities in the mid-west, but due to their separatism and attacks against the teachings of other churches, they were driven out of their settlements in Missouri.  In 1847, a Mormon minister, Brigham Young, led his followers from Missouri to the Great Salt Lake in Utah.  There they built Salt Lake City and the Mormon Tabernacle and Temple.  They have many distinctive beliefs.  They believe that the Book of Mormon has the same authority as the Bible, that Joseph Smith and Brigham Young are prophets, and that the officials of their Church hold the keys to the Kingdom of God.  They give 10% of their income to their Church.  They do not believe in divorce or intermarriage.  Mormons are not allowed to drink, smoke, or use tea or coffee. 
Christian Scientists – In the mid 1800’s, Mrs. Mary Baker Eddy discovered that she could heal herself through faith.  At age 12, she prayed during an illness and the fever disappeared.  At age 45, she had a similar experience.  She became a practitioner of “Christian Science”, helping to heal people through faith and prayer.  She taught others to heal also and her followers formed the Christian Science Association.  Christian Scientists believe that: God is good, he cannot have created the evil in the world like sickness, sorrow, sin, or death.  Therefore, if man is able to develop religious faith, he can overcome the illusions of illness and pain.  The Christ, Scientist Church rejects the need for medicines, doctors, or hospitals.  The main Church is in Boston and strictly controls all local churches.  They have no ordained clergy; just first and second readers who read from the Bible and Mrs. Eddy’s Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures.
They produce a daily newspaper – the Christian Science Monitor – which gives its readers coverage of world events without scandalous or sensational stories.  Due to the beliefs of the movement, the newspaper also rarely mentions death.

[Confirmation Aleph – Christianity – Protestants]
Page 4 of 4

