Christianity – Roman Catholic
Roman soldier Constantine converted to Christianity in 312 C.E. He became emperor of Rome in 323 C.E.  He pushed for Christianity to be the accepted religion in the Roman Empire.  Over the next 700 years, Christianity flourished.  In 1054, a split occurred with the eastern Europeans becoming Eastern Orthodox Christians and the western Europeans becoming Roman Catholic Christians.

Roman Catholic 

The Roman Catholic church conducted services in Latin until the 1960’s.

Jesus Christ is the invisible head of the church.  The Pope, based in Vatican City in Rome, is the visible head and is the ultimate authority in the Roman Catholic Church.  The pope holds the position for life.
Each local Roman Catholic church is attached to a district called a parish.  A priest runs the parish.  A group of parishes in a region are called a diocese and is run by a bishop.  A priest becomes a bishop when he is nominated by other priests and is appointed by the Pope.  Cardinals are bishops who have been chosen and appointed by the Pope.  The group of cardinals together is called the “College of Cardinals”.  There are approximately 120 bishops in the College.  Some work in the Vatican and the rest are based in major cities around the world.  The U.S. has 8 cardinals.  When a pope dies, the College of Cardinals convenes and selects one of the their own to become the new pope.

Sin, Confession, Penitence – Penance is an action required to complete a confession of sin.  A Catholic person is supposed to enter a confessional booth and confess his/her sins to a priest.  After convincing the priest that one is truly sorry for committing the sin, the priest tells the person to say a certain number of prayers as penance and not to sin any longer.  Afterwards confession and penance, Catholics believe that Jesus will forgive their sins.
Catholics believe that through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, God made it possible for all human beings to be redeemed from sin.  Cleansing from original sin is achieved through baptism.  If a Catholic obeys the Roman Catholic Church, mystically identifies with Jesus and follows the sacred rites – sacraments – he/she will be saved from sin and the soul will enjoy eternal life.

Mass – The celebration of the Eucharist – the last supper of Jesus.  During the Mass, Catholics believe that the unleavened bread or wafer and wine become the body and blood of Christ.  This is called transubstantiation.  During the Mass, the wafer is dipped into the wine.  By eating the wafer, Catholics believe that eating the wafer has the power to remove their sins if they are truly repentant.
Confirmation – a ceremony where a young child around the age of about 12 after years of instruction in the faith receives confirmation, documenting that the child can take on the adult responsibilities of the faith.

Priests and Nuns – Priests are men who are ordained by the Church, live and die unmarried.  Some priests teach, some do work for the church, some help the poor.  Nuns are unmarried women who have decided to remain unmarried and are symbolically married to Jesus.  Nuns who do charitable work with the poor or the isck are called sisters.  Like priests, most take vows of poverty, chastity and obedience to the Church.
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