Interfaith Dating 2
1. By Max Cohen

This article is about interfaith dating. Many people consider it sinful, others think of it as just another date. While it may not be foremost on their minds, interfaith dating is an important issue for Jewish teens. 

Why are some people in favor of interfaith dating? Because for them, dating is just dating. Especially for teens in public schools, it can be difficult finding many other Jews, let alone other Jews you wish to date. Public schools are pretty small, and between classes and tons of work, going out with someone of the same faith is just not that high of a priority. Also, most teenagers think that dating should not be determined by religion. Josh Cadji, who is 17 years old, says, "When you're in love, nothing should stand in the way of being with that person, no matter what religion, race, or sex." Cadji adds that he feels that it is just dating. It is not marriage. Therefore, if marriage outside of one's religion is absolutely out of the question, then dating outside it is absolutely harmless. 

On the other hand, many Jewish teenagers think dating non-Jews is wrong and unethical. Some say that interfaith dating is slowly killing the Jews. Dating can get very serious and can lead to marriage. If this happens in interfaith relationships, a child might not be raised Jewish. Dozens of generation later, with this happening, the Jewish people will no longer exist. Another issue with interfaith dating is identification. Mike Souffer, who is 16 years old, says that he could never fully identify with a non-Jewish girl. The difference in religion would be too huge an obstacle. Souffer abstains from entering interfaith relationshis because he is trying to protect am yisrael- the people of Israel. 

Like the rolling hills, time rolls onward. It is only you who can decide who to date.

Make sure you think about the issue before you enter an interfaith relationship, though, because the situation can get sticky if you don't know what you might be up against.
http://www.jvibe.com/jvibeaction/issue6/interfaith-max.shtml

==================================================================
2.  Author: Kirin
Date:   01-27-02 

I'm a teenaged Buddhist boy who, until recently, lived in Manhattan and had no trouble with inter-faith dating. It was an accepted part of life for a born New Yorker, especially because people who share my faith are such a minority. This is an outlook I believe is shared by many modern New York Jews and others - even if older people will sometimes express displeasure at the idea, the fact is that we religious minorities can't limit ourselves to our own communities romantically. It's not only unhealthy to restrict ourselves emotionally like that, but also unfair to persons of other faiths that we would deny them even the opportunity of our companionship.

Some time ago, my family moved to the smaller and significantly less tolerant city of Buffalo, New York. I may be mistaken, but I believe that we're the only complete family of Buddhists here out of the entire population. There are also a few Jews, some Hindus, and three or four families of Muslims. Thus, my dating girls of different faiths is a necessity if I want to date at all.

My parents accept this. They're very open people and don't expect me to marry a girl of my own faith when I grow up. My mother used to be a Methodist herself. However, when I date girls now, if their parents find out that I'm not even a monotheist, I know that they immediately have something to hold against me, even though before that they've called me a "good kid". I suppose that they think because I do not share exactly their faith that I have some kind of moral defects and may be a good kid, but not necessarily good for their daughter.

In a sense, I've seen both sides of inter-faith dating. In New York, I came from a Buddhist community of which some members disapproved of inter-faith relationships. I'm sure some of the girls and boys of other faiths the teenagers of that community date must feel as alienated and unjustly criticized as I now do here.

Personally, I don't think it's right to discourage interfaith dating. It makes a group who discourage it seem bigoted and arrogant about their religion, and lead people to believe that they don't have any respect for persons of other faiths. The discouraging of interfaith dating is a form of prejudice and indeed, racism. I would love to think that maybe at least Jews, who have of course long suffered unjust persecution for their beliefs, would be good enough to spare even a fraction of the same treatment on other religions.  Peace out.
==================================================================

3.  Author: Jaicy
Date:   02-25-02 

My daughter who is a Gentile, has been dating a (Reform) Jewish young man. They both are in High School. The relationship was progressing nicely and both kids seemed happy, were doing excellent in school, and are basically wonderful kids and seem genuinely caring of each other's feelings. People smiled when they saw them together, they seemed so suited to each other. Suddenly after several months the boy's mother has demanded that they stop seeing each other since my daughter is not Jewish. We do not understand what appears to us to be a form of prejudice.   My daughter will not date this boy without his mother's permission, making both kids miserable. They will not date anyone else, wanting to be with each other only. Is there anything I could explain to her that would account for the mother's objections which she claims are strictly religious? The mother told my daughter if they married (believe me, they are no where near this point, they are just dating! They want to attend college and grad school.) their children would not be Jewish. My daughter said marriage and children was the farthest thing from her mind, but if it did come to pass, she remarked she would have no problem with the children being raised in their father's faith. The mother replied they still wouldn't be Jews. My daughter doesn't understand that as well. Is there anyone who could email us an answer to the theology of this? Is there a solution to the mother's objections?  My daughter is extremely respectful of parents and while her boyfriend is willing to fight with his mother over it and continue to see my daughter over his mom's objections, she will not. (Reason: My husband is of Irish ancestry and I am Italian. My in-laws treated my children abominably until they died. They would not accept Irish/Italian "mongrels" as grandchildren. ) Is there a solution to this problem? Realistically, is there anything that would get the mother to change her mind? I hate to see such nice kids so miserable and severely depressed. I have suggested counseling either alone or together (his parents will not allow this) as I am concerned that the boy may be suicidal over it. My daughter is not angry with me, so we have a dialog which is stabilizing her. He however is so angry, distrustful and hurt by his parents he will not talk with them further. His anger is starting to be directed inward and that bothers me. My daughter tries to keep him "up" but in some ways that compounds the problem, because it just reinforces their tie. Thank you.
4.
	By: susieand Date: 9/27/2002 

	I agree JustinT13181. Interfaith dating and dating someone with different interests are the same. And matts_baby that's cool that you are so into your religion. But some people don't need to depend on it. I believe in God and I believe that what happens will happen, I'm just gonna be the best I can be. I have a close family and good friends that are here to get me through tough times and life. I never said it wasn't ok to believe in God, ever. I just said why make religion consume your life? Do you think God intended it that way? In any event, none of us really no why we're here or where we're going when we die, although some people think they do. Some people just need answers. I'm perfectly fine, doing my best and just waiting to see. And thanks but you really don't have to pray for me, I am doing just great! 

	
By: JustinT13181 Date: 9/26/2002 

	Ok... mayb it's just me, but I dunt think that religion really matters that much. I'm not muchof any religion, but I come from a family that believes in all different kinds of religions. My mom used to be Catholic and converted to Buddhism. My cousins are Christian, and my other cousins are Catholic. I dunno, but to me, I prefer sum1 not of the same religion. I dunno, it opens my eyes a lil more. I dunt wanna be restricted to something,and well, mayb cuz I dunt have a specific religion, it's easy for me to say this. Interfaith dating and inter-racial dating are the same to me, if u can accept one, y not the other?
~Christina 

	
By: matts_baby Date: 9/26/2002 

	why does it matter what century we are in?? Its the same thing? Was it ok to believe in God 1000 years ago but not now? lol thats a bit confusing..
My parents dont really believe in God. It was a choice that I made... sorry if i sound like I'm preaching but im just responding. I have been praying for you guys because seeing this hurts me.
How is it an Issue? How do we let religion consume our lives? That IS my life. There is no other way for me to get through it. The only way I get through my day is talking to Jesus and knowing that he is there and that he loves me. I really hope that there is someone near you that can someday talk to you about Jesus and you will come to know Him. It is really truly AWESOME.
If you come to a time when you need that person to talk to you about Jesus and they are not there feel free to talk to me! I'm always lookin for a new friend! No matter WHO they are. Or what you believe.

Love,
Jacklynn 

	
By: devils_klown Date: 9/26/2002 

	I have a problem with this... I remember when I was only 13 years old and my brother’s friend who was from Pakistan. He was much older then me and by 7 years. He was never kissed be4 so a little experienced 13 years old like I was drawn to his attention. Which at 13 you’re still lost and confused at what’s right and wrong! This situation got out of hand... it was taken care of now that Im much older. To think he would do this. But he really didn’t think it was wrong since it was normal in his country. The difference was I was raised with two Italian parents who were Christians and didn’t believe in this game he was trying to play. But in Pakistan it’s normal to date little kids. So I really think religion has a lot to do with someone for one thing it is who they are. Some mixes and matches came bring unnecessary stuff. Racism and stuff like that. But if true love…im sure you can work it out. But take it consideration! I really hope none of you have this problem I had to grow up fast. Jewish people and Germans are still problems. Black and whites, If maybe we could respect each other for there religions colors, race and all it would be a much happier place. 
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