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Temple Beth Elohim

Information for making your financial
commitment for the 2010/2011 fiscal year
Please use this guide to help you complete the annual commitment form.

Outstanding Balance from 2009/2010:  When calculating your commitment for this year, please remember to include any balance from last year or earlier.  If you don’t know this amount, please call the office, 845 279-4585 ext 1 or email templebethelohim@comcast.net.  Please either pay your balance in full or contact our Financial Secretary to make an arrangement.  Contact Brian Jenkinson at 203 730-2421 or finance@templebethelohim.org.
Please indicate your outstanding balance on the Commitment Form, line 1, column A.

Types of Membership and Pledge Amounts: The annual financial commitment of our members is the primary source of funding for all of Temple Beth Elohim’s staffing, services, programs and activities.  By making this fully tax-deductible contribution, you are actively supporting your spiritual home, helping us to maintain a strong Jewish presence in this community, and assuring Temple Beth Elohim will continue to serve future generations.

In keeping with the traditions in Judaism of tzedakah, justice and righteousness, Temple Beth Elohim uses a Fair Share Plan to help members determine their annual financial commitment.  You are encouraged to give according to financial ability; congregants of means can help a little more so that others with less ability to pay can also participate.

Gross Annual Family Income

Suggested amount


	Base commitment
	
	$1,800

	up to $60,000
	
	  2,500

	up to $90,000
	
	  3,500

	up to $120,000
	
	  4,500

	up to $150,000
	
	  6,000

	Sustaining Membership*:
	
	

	     Mitzvah Circle
	
	  7,500

	     Benefactor Circle
	
	  9,000

	     Rabbi’s Circle
	
	15,000+


*Sustaining Memberships will be formally acknowledged to the Congregation at the High Holydays, unless you wish to remain anonymous.  Sustaining Memberships have a major impact on the financial outlook of Temple Beth Elohim.
For Junior Membership



by arrangement

For Limited Membership



by arrangement

NEW MEMBERS:  This year dues are waived for new members.  However, school fees are not waived.
Please write your commitment pledge amount on the Commitment Form, line 2, column A.
Security Fee: Because of increased security needs a security fee of $50 has been charged to every family and is pre-printed on line 3, column A, on the Commitment Form.

Initiation Fee: All new members are billed a one-time initiation fee of $3,000.  The fee may be paid in one installment or over a five-year period.  You may tack the initiation fee onto your regular pledge payments whether they are made three times per year or via the ten-payment coupon book.  Please note with your payment that it is for the Initiation Fee.

If you owe an initiation fee, please indicate the amount you will pay this year on the Commitment Form, line 4, column A.

School Tuition:

	Preschool & Kindergarten
	
	voluntary contribution

	Grades 1 & 2
	
	2751

	Grades 3 through 7
	
	6002 

	Confirmation 1st & 2nd year
	
	2751

	Bar/Bat Mitzvah fee
	
	900, (twins 1,350) 3


1Deduct $25 if your registration form is submitted and payment is made by August 1, 2010 for a child in grade 1 or Aleph or Bet Confirmation.

2Deduct $50 if your registration form is submitted and payment is made by August 1, 2010 for a child in grades 3 through 7.  There is an additional discount of $50 for a second or more child in grades 3 through 7. 
3Bar/Bat Mitzvah fee is due 90 days before your child’s ceremony date.

If your child(ren) will attend school, please calculate the tuition and write it on the Commitment Form, line 5 , column A. Registration form should have been included with this mailing and must be completed in full.
Books and Supply  Fee:  School fees were kept flat from last year, but a Books and Supply Fee of $18 is charged for each child in the school  Please include this amount on  line 6, column A, on the Commitment Form.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Fee:  Due 90 days before the ceremony.  Fee is $900; $1,350 for twins, line 7, column A, on the Commitment Form.

Capital Campaign Pledge:  New charges will begin in January if you are paying off a pledge to the capital campaign.  Please add your expected payment for 2010/2011 on line 8, column A, on the Commitment Form.

Sisterhood, Men’s Club, ARZA:  If you wish to become a member of Sisterhood, Men’s Club, or ARZA (The Association of Reform Zionists of America), please complete the appropriate line (line 9, 10 or 11), column A, on the Commitment Form.
Special Financial Arrangements: If you cannot meet the new minimum commitments you may apply confidentially for a reduced commitment by contacting the Temple office or sending an email to admin@templebethelohim.org.  No pledge below $1,800 will be accepted without this accompanying written request. Also note that as part of the reduced commitment process you may be asked to meet with the Financial Secretary, Temple Administrator and/or Rabbi on a confidential basis to discuss your ability to meet the minimum dues.  To ensure that the review process is completed in a timely manner, we ask that you submit these applications by July 5, 2010.
Payment methods:
· Check:  If you are enclosing a check with your form, please indicate in column B, page 1, where the check is to be applied.
· ACH automatic transfer from your account:  Complete top portion of second page of commitment form and attach a voided check or a deposit slip with your commitment form.

· Credit card:  Complete second portion of second page of commitment form.

You may pay your commitment in one payment now, three payments (July, November, and March), or ten payments (July through April). 
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